
Welcome to this slide show describing various aspects of the Robert Wood Johnson Health 
and Society Scholars Program at the University of Wisconsin Madison. 
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aȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ wƻōŜǊǘ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƻπŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦²πaŀŘƛǎƻƴ 
ǎƛǘŜΦ LΩƳ ŀ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǎƻŎƛƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǊƻƴǘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ {ƻŎƛŀƭ 
²ƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ IŜŀƭǘƘ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎŜƴǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ŎƻπŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ WƻƘƴ Mullahy, a health economist in the 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ IŜŀƭǘƘ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ŎƻπŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 5ŀǾŜ Kindig, a well 
ƪƴƻǿƴ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴπŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊπǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ мл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
population health issues. 
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¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ²!wC .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎππǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ hǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
administratively within the Department of Population Health Sciences, within the UW 
School of Medicine and Public Health. However, our participating faculty come from all 
across campus. 
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You can see the WARF building on the left of this picture which shows the West campus of 
the University of Wisconsin on Lake Mendota, and our Health Sciences Center complex, 
including our hospital, Schools of Medicine and Public Health, Nursing, Pharmacy, the 
Waisman Center, and the VA Hospital. 
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Our scholars are located in an office suite on the 10th floor of the WARF Building, and here 
ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊΩǎ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΦ 
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These are the RWJ scholars who are currently in their second year of the program, finishing 
up in August. 
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This is our cohort of new scholars, currently in their first year of the program. You can learn 
more about their interests on our web site. 
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Our program has a number of components, which are described on our website. The 
ŎŜƴǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ǘǿƻπƘƻǳǊ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǊŜ 
faculty meet weekly to discuss a range of population health topics. 
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We encourage scholars to both complete old projects and start new projects that push 
them in new directions. Previous scholar Rich Carpiano got out from behind his computer 
and conducted some new work with kids, mapping health issues in their community. 
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In terms of mentoring, we help scholars create a variety of collaborative or mentoring 
arrangements across the campus. 
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Beyond linking scholars to other mentors or colleagues on campus, John, Dave, and I stay 
involved with each of our scholars. 
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We are fortunate to have many exciting visitors coming to campus, such as David Williams 
from Harvard. 
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We had a visit from Harvey Fineberg, president of the Institute of Medicine and the head of 
ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ {ŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ IŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ 
in the tie. 
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In addition to encouraging traditional academic work, our program provides opportunities 
for scholar involvement with people who do policy and practice work related to population 
health. 
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Being located in Madison, just down the street from the capitol, there are many 
opportunities for scholars to interact with people in government as well as with our private 
sector institutions and advocacy groups. 
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Scholar Lindsey Leininger, who knew she wanted to do policy work, chose to spend a 
portion of her time each week working at the state Medicaid office on issues related to 
expanding access to health care. 
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Former scholar Rachel Kimbro, who never thought she would be interested in doing 
knowledge transfer work, became involved in the issue of breast feeding legislation in 
Madison, conducting radio interviews and publishing an opinion piece in the Wisconsin 
State Journal arguing for legislative action on this issue. 
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Beyond the academic program here at the university, Madison is a lovely city, and is often 
cited in national rankings as one of the best cities to live in. Located between two lakes, you 
see the university stretching at the top, and our downtown area, state capitol, and Frank 
Lloyd Wright Convention Center at the bottom. 
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9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ŎƛǘȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ 
good restaurants, plenty of activities in the arts, and other opportunities for entertainment 
and recreation. 
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¸ŜǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƴ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
numerous kinds of outdoor and indoor activities to us keep us occupied during the long 
months of February and March. 
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aŀŘƛǎƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊπƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘ ŎƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅπŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƧƻƎƎƛƴƎΣ ōƛƪƛƴƎΣ ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎΣ ŎŀƳǇƛƴƎππŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿƛǎƘ ŦƻǊΦ 
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!ǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ¢Ŝƴ ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ǿŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΣ ǘƻ ƳŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ōŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭΣ ǾƻƭƭŜȅōŀƭƭΣ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΣ ŜǘŎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ 
involved in these and other sports activities. 
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